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World Association of Lesson and Learning 
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WALS 9th Annual General Meeting 

December 9th/10th Online 

07.30 (10th) Central European Time 

14.30 (10th) Singapore 

22.30 (9th) San Francisco 

1. Introduction to the Annual Report: Dr Pete Dudley, President of WALS 2019-20 

1.1 2019-2020 has been a strange time. As you will see from this report there was considerable WALS activity in 
September and October 2019 with a hugely successful conference in Amsterdam followed by an excellent 
webinar on knowledge management and lesson study. I visited California in January as part of the Mills 
College teacher learning conference and was kindly hosted by Catherine Lewis. We spent much time 
planning the 2020 WALS conference due to happen this December in San Francisco. Even eleven months ago 
and despite raging forest fires the organising committee were at an advanced stage of planning with school 
districts signed up to host hundreds of visitors each day and an amazing set of sessions planned. 

1.2 And then there was Covid. Towards the end of February, the organizing committee reluctantly cancelled the 
conference, and we made the decision to try to do something online instead on the dates we all might have 
been in the city by the bay. To tell you the truth, back then I envisaged perhaps a few thematically linked 
webinars presented by some of those who had already submitted proposals before the cancellation. 

1.3 But that was not to be. This is WALS and a tremendous spirit of ‘can do’ across the organization has poured 
forth resulting in a magnificent online conference with over 170 sessions being webcast for three days over 
three separate time zones. I want to thank everyone involved. 

1.4 I was worried about the future of lesson study when the first lock-downs started and schools around the 
world closed and much learning went online or even stopped. However, I am now very positive about the 
future for lesson study worldwide. I have seen how in many places blended and online learning and teaching 
are providing opportunities for studying learning, rethinking curriculum and pedagogy and giving learners a 
new voice and agency. We will see more evidence during the conference. We will never go back to the 
status quo ante. However, I do remain shocked about the gaps in access and quality that have opened up 
during the pandemic not perhaps understandably in developing economies but even in well developed 
economies. This underscores the importance of our two conference themes this year – equity in education 
and online practices. 

1.5 Finally, I want to comment on developments for WALS. We have invested in recent years in the capacity of 
the website and WALS office to support conference management. A further investment this year has meant 
we are able not only to manage review processes but now to schedule and produce large aspects of the 
conference itself. These costs will be recouped in coming years as conference organisers use our systems 
which will also guarantee consistency and quality to WALS members. This has provided a lifeline to WALS 
which depends for its existence on the membership subscriptions collected through conference fees. We 
project we will bring in 500 (many new) members through WALS 2020 online and this will help ensure 
financial security and the running of the Singapore office through to WALS 2021 in Macau and Hong Kong 
(reported below). My thanks then go to the great team, to officers, council members and all those who have 
supported WALS this year. 

Pete Dudley 
 

2. WALS Executive Committee (Exco) 2019 – 2020 

 
2.1 The second year of office of Exco took place from 2019-20 

 
2.2 Prof. Ulla Runesson resigned her membership from the Executive Committee after12 years. 

 
2.3 Prof Stéphane Clivaz and Dr. Sui Lin Goei were co-opted to the committee by the President. 
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2.4 The members of the committee for this period are: 
President: Dr. Pete Dudley (UK) 
Vice Presidents: Prof.Kiyomi Akita (Japan): Dr Catherine Lewis (USA) 
Hon. General Secretary: Mrs. Jean Lang (UK) 
Hon. Treasurer: Associate Professor Hiroyuki Kuno (Japan) 
Immediate Past President: Associate Prof. Christine Lee (Singapore) 
Member: Prof. Keith Wood (Brunei) 
Member: Dr. Sumar Hendayana (Indonesia) 
Member: Dr. Sui Lin Goei 
Member: Prof. Manabu Sato (Japan) 
Member: Prof. Airi Rovio-Johansson (Sweden) 
Member: Associate Professor Akihiko Takahashi (USA) 
Member: Prof. Stephane Clivaz 

 

Internal Auditor: Dr. Jiang Heng (Singapore) 
Internal Auditor: Dr. Yeap Ban Har (Singapore) 

 

3. WALS Council 
3.1   A new council was elected at the WALS 2019 conference in Amsterdam and new members,  Dr.Erlina 

 Ronda representing the Philippines, Dr. Nina, Helgevold, replacing Professor Elaine Munthe from 
 Norway and Dr. Aoibhinn Ni Shuilleabhain from Ireland were elected to represent their 
 countries and welcomed to the Council for the years 2020, 21 and 22. Dr. Dudley thanked all 
 the outgoing Council members for their work in supporting WALS. 
 
 3.2 The WALS secretariat along with the President, Honorary Treasurer and the Honorary General Secretary                
 have arranged and taken part in regular planning meetings with the organisers of WALS 2020 and 
 following cancellation of the conference in California they worked to co- ordinate the planning of the 
 WALS 2020 online conference with three time zone teams. Despite the global pandemic, several 
 members of Exco have continued to promote lesson and learning studies worldwide through online 
 events. We are very grateful for the exceptional work of the Editor of the IJLLS who has continued to 
 ensure the high quality of articles despite the pressures of COVID 19. Members of Exco have worked 
 tirelessly throughout the year to promote lesson and learning studies.  

 
4. Communications and activities 

 

4.1 The WALS website 

 Our most recent Google report shows that 15,326 visitors from 159 countries accessed the site 
 from November 2019 to the present, this is an increase of over 2000 users and 24 countries from 
 last year. As last year, the site was most popular with visitors from the USA, Japan, China, 
 Singapore and the most popular pages on the website were those related to WALS2020. WALS has 
 now created dedicated conference web pages which can be utilized by future conference 
 organisers to manage all aspects of the conference including the review system and registration. 
 Please send items of news to share with WALS members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table showing the top 10 

countries accessing the website 

Map showing countries accessing the 

website in 2020 
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4.2 Social Media 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. IJLLS Report to WALS Conference 2020 

5.1 Readership 

The charts below show journal downloads over the past 5 years. 

 

 

For further details, please see the Journal Performance Report (20) PDF. 

Facebook: As with Twitter, our Facebook page has gathered more 
interest this year, particularly from friends in Asia and information 
has reached thousands of Facebook users through sharing of 
information online, including the conference poster The addition of a 
page dedicated to the work of the WALS PhD and early researchers 
network has been used as a forum for discussion for this group. 

Twitter: There are now nearly 2800 followers of the 
@WALessonStudy Twitter account. The majority of Twitter interest 
comes from Europe and America but there are a growing number of 
followers from the Middle and Far East and Asia. Tweets have 
concentrated on sharing events and publications but have also 
provided an opportunity for debate. Twitter provides WALS with the 
opportunity to network, attract members and strengthen the learning 
community and has been an essential means of promoting WALS 
2020 
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Dr. Eric Cheng and Professor Tetsuo Kuramoto articulated the strategies 
to facilitate and sustain Lesson Study for teachers’ knowledge creation 
from the knowledge management perspective. They explained that 
knowledge management in school education focuses on leveraging 
pedagogical knowledge as resources for instructional design and 
curriculum implementation. Lesson Study processes help teachers elicit 
and utlilise their tacit practice knowledge because embedded within 
lesson study is a process of socialisation, elicitation, combination and 
internalisation of new practice knowledge. 

This webinar was the first of a series of WALS archive tapes of those 
who have played a very significant part in the development of lesson 
and learning studies. WALS Council member Aoibhinn Ní Shúilleábhain 
was in discussion with John Elliott, Emeritus Professor of Education at 
the University of East Anglia and WALS’s second President. John took 
us through eight books that had most influenced his championing of 
action research and lesson study for educational change. 

This webinar, chaired by Shirley Tan from Nagoya University 
and presented by Dennis Mulligan of the University of Lincoln, 
Mary Renton of the University of Leicester and Michiel Van 
Harskamp of Utrecht University shared the methods and 
methodological challenges that they had encountered in their 
PhD research and Dr. Sui Lin Goei, acting as discussant provided 
very helpful advice on how to manage common issues such as 
the management of data. The session finished with the 
opportunity to ask questions. 

5.2 Editorial Board 

In the past year, IJLLS has expressed its sincere appreciation to members of the Editorial Board who have 
retired, and welcomed new members. A list is published on the site: 
https://www.emeraldgrourppublishing.com/journal/ijlls#editorial-team 

 

 

6. Webinar 
 

Three very different and enormously interesting and well received webinars have been held this year. 
 

6.1. Lesson Study: A Knowledge Management Perspective: October 2019. 
 
 
 

 
 

6.2. WALS and The Cambridge Leadership for Learning Network Joint Event: May 2019 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6.3. Methods and Methodological Challenges of PhD Students and Yung Researchers in Lesson/Learning Study 
Research: September 2020 

 

 

https://www.emeraldgrourppublishing.com/journal/ijlls#editorial-team
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7. Conferences 
 

7.1 WALS 2019 

 
WALS2019 Annual Report (summary) 
The 13th WALS international conference from 3-6 September 2019, was organized by three leading Dutch universities, e.g., VU 
Amsterdam, Utrecht University, and the University of Groningen, all in the Netherlands. The venue was the Johan Cruijff ArenA 
in Amsterdam. The theme of the 2019 conference was ‘Crafting Sustainable Pedagogies for Teaching and Learning. The theme 
reflected three lenses to look at Lesson Study: the craftsmanship it demands, its sustainable effects on learning and 
professional development, and the beauty of its focus on what is and will always be at the heart of all education: 
the pedagogies which make us learn. The three looking glasses each deserve their merits but should also be viewed as strongly 
interrelated and reinforcing each other. The three lenses reflect the subthemes attached to each of the three conference  
days: Crafting, Sustainable and Pedagogies. 

 
Registrations 
943 delegates registered for the conference from 46 countries. Top 10 countries are: 1) Netherlands (270, amongst them many 
children for the open research lesson of the Holland Day), 2) Japan (94), 3) Singapore (74), 4) Sweden (66), 5) Indonesia (42), 6) 
US (41), 7) UK (34), 8) Thailand (33), 9) Kazakhstan (32), and 10) China (29). 

 

School visits 
Traditionally on the last day of the conference, the host organizing committee, makes school visits possible in the host country. 
240 delegates registered for the school visits in Amsterdam (143 delegates), Utrecht (79 delegates), and Groningen (18 
delegates). 

 
PhD pre-conference and WALS Expert Seminar 
Besides the main international conference day, the host organizing committee also organized a PhD pre-conference the day 
prior to the first main conference day. This is the first time in the history of WALS, this PhD conference was organised by and 
for PhD students researching Lesson Study (LS) throughout the world. The chair of the Phd committee was Dr. Tijmen Schipper. 
Many thanks go to him and his team of peer Phd-students. Venue of both Phd pre-conference and Expert Seminar were VU 
Amsterdam, one day prior to the main conference days. 
63 Phd-students and Early Career Researchers registered for this special day. The day served as a platform to share knowledge 
and experiences relating to the various international PhD projects on LS, as well as to get to know each other and to stimulate 
future collaboration. We aimed that this pre-conference day to be a leverage to a broader and tighter international Lesson 
Study PhD community. The PhD pre-conference was organised jointly with the WALS Expert Seminar. The PhD-preconference 
was open to PhD-students and young researchers for a small fee (see ‘registration’ below), the WALS Expert Seminar was invite 
only. The theme was ‘WALS as a Learning Community’. The pre-conference consisted of keynotes by Dr. Peter Dudley 
(president of the WALS) and Shirley Tan (PhD student focusing on Lesson Study) followed by interactive round table sessions 
about the work of the participating PhD’s and emerging researchers, as well as a Q&A led by prof. Stéphane Clivaz on how to 
strengthen the community of PhD and emerging LS researchers. The Phd pre-conference can be considered a huge success, and 
will be continued at WALS2020. 

 
Holland Day 
On the second main conference day, a Holland Day was organized focused on the Dutch Lesson Study community. 88 delegates 
registered for this Holland Day. There was one keynote in Dutch by a leading professor in the Netherlands, and throughout the 
day there was a live demonstration research lesson and several workshops for beginning and intermediate Lesson Study 
practitioners. The research lesson was also offered to the international delegates through simultaneous translation. The 
Holland Day was organized by Prof. Dr. Wouter van Joolingen and his team. 

 

Presentations 
379 abstracts were submitted, of which 330 were scheduled. Please find the breakdown below. 
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Word Cloud 

Please find below a wordcloud of keywords as submitted with the abstract from the scheduled sessions. 

Please refer to the full report from Dr. Sui Lin Goei and the financial report for the conference finances and budget which will 
be attached for the Council Meeting and the AGM. 

 
Many thanks to all in making this 13th international conference a 
success. 

 
Dr. Sui Lin Goei Conference Chair WALS2019 VU Amsterdam 

Dr. Siebrich de Vries Co-chair WALS2019 University of Groningen 

Prof. Dr. Wouter van Joolingen Conference Chair Holland Day 
WALS2019 University of Utrecht 

 
 
 

7.2 WALS2020 Online 
 

WALS2020 San Francisco was sadly cancelled because of the pandemic. Members of the US organizing committee 
joined forces with WALS members worldwide in planning and producing WALS 2020 Online – WALS’s first online 
conference. The conference retains the San Francisco conference theme of equity in education. However, as lessons, 
teaching and learning have been forced online we added a second theme of effective online learning and online 
lesson studies. 

 

The response has been tremendous. 90 submissions from the US conference first call have been complemented by 
over a hundred in the online conference call. The quality of submissions was of a high standard in all over 170 diverse 
sessions will be webcast between the 2nd and 4th of December from three time zones. On the 5th December the PhD 
network host their conference for over 50 participants. 

 
 

7.3 WALS 2021 

29 November to 3 December 2021 

Macao & Hong Kong, China 

Welcome to WALS 2021, the 14th World Association of Lesson Studies (WALS) International Conference will take 
place at City University of Macau, Macau SAR from 29 November to 1 December 2021 and school visit in Hong Kong 
on 2-3 December 2021. 

 
The theme of the conference will be: Revisiting lesson and learning study: accessibility, quality and sustainability 
with a continued sub theme from 2020 - moving learning and lesson study online. 

 
Macao is the single most consistent example of cultural interchange between Europe and Asia; the official languages 
are Chinese and Portuguese. Having developed into a bustling city with a worldwide reputation in entertainment, 
Macao is also at the heart of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, which promotes its fast 
development in education, research, and industry in recent years. 

 

Macao is easy to travel to: it is connected directly to Hong Kong International Airport and Shenzhen International 
Airport by high-speed ferry, which is only a 60-minutes journey. The longest bridge in the world connecting Hong 
Kong and Macao opened in late 2018; transfer time is further reduced. Macao International Airport is just located in 
the city center, about 10-minutes driving to the hotel and conference venues. Macao can be entered without visa or 
with one issued on arrival for most countries; visitors from over 200 countries enjoy this policy. 

Don’t miss the opportunity of side visits to Hong Kong and other exciting places close by. 
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8. WALS PhD Students and Early Career Researchers community report 2020: Professor Stéphane Clivaz 
 

The WALS PhD Students and Early Career Researchers community have seen steady 
growth in the number of members and activities in the Year of 2020. The WALS Lesson 
Study Doctoral Students database currently has 86 members with 56 of them 
registered on the closed Facebook group. 

 
With valuable insights from and close collaboration among the community members, 
several exciting events have been planned and carried out. Firstly, we launched an 
online writing boot camp where participants worked in the form of small groups and 

shared their writing concerns. From there, the participants could organise a meeting at their own time and pace, 
focusing on their areas of interest. Besides, a webinar to discuss methods and methodological challenges in 
Lesson/Learning Study Research, from the perspectives of PhD students and Young Researchers also took place in 
September 2020. This webinar was chaired by Shirley Tan (Nagoya University) and featured three presentations    
by Dennis Mulligan (University of Lincoln), Mary Renton (University of Leicester) and Michiel Van Harskamp (Utrecht 
University). The challenges and dilemmas highlighted in the presentations were discussed by Dr. Sui Lin Goei 
(Windesheim University and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam). 

 

Finally, the highlight of the year will be the upcoming WALS PhD Students and Early Career Researchers Day 2020. 
There are two main activities planned for this event: keynote speeches and group work. The former consists of 
speeches by Dr. Tijmen Schipper and Pauline Anne Therese Mangulabnan, who will be sharing their journey on a long 
and winding road towards a PhD from two perspectives: early career researcher and PhD student. The group work 
session, which will be facilitated by an invited expert, will allow participants to work in small groups and to discuss 
the methodological issues they are facing in their research. Many thanks to WALS for the indispensable support in 
making these events possible, and we hope to further expand our community in 2021. 

 
9. Membership 

There are currently 611 members of WALS made up of 66 students, 509 regular members, 33 with a ten-year 
membership and 3 Life Members. 532 members joined at the Amsterdam conference and 43 members have 

joined online. 38 countries are represented in the membership database including Belgium, Italy, and Malta who 

were new to WALS in 2019. 

 
10. WALS-Routledge Lesson Study Series Report 2020: Dr. Christine Kim-Eng Lee 

The WALS-Routledge Lesson Study Series was successfully launched at 
WALS2019 conference in Amsterdam. We are pleased that two books will be 
published in time to be marketed and sold at WALS2020 virtual conference. 
The titles of the books are “Changing Teaching, Changing Teachers” by Keith 
Wood and colleagues from UBD, Brunei and “Stepping up Lesson Study” by 
Aki Murata and Christine Lee. Katie Peace, our Routledge publisher with 
support from her team developed a promotional video for use at the 
conference. Christine Lee, Aki Murata and Keith Wood contributed 
video/audio clips. 

One more book entitled “Lesson Study in Inclusive Educational Settings” by Goei Sui Lin, Pete Dudley and Brahm Norwich is 
already in production and will be made available by April 2021. Other forthcoming titles in 2021 include “Lesson Study-based 
Teacher Education” by Jongsung Kim, Yoshida Nariakira, Iwata Shotaro, Hiromi Kawaguchi from Hiroshima University and 
“Theories of Action in and about Lesson Studies” by Yuta Suzuki. One book proposal entitled “Planning and Analyzing Teaching” 
by Ference Marton, Ake Ingerman and Angelika Kullburg is currently under review and will soon be completed. Potential authors 
and editors may at the time of negotiating a book contract with Routledge request for a paperback version of the book to be 
produced. If not, a hardback version will be published first and a paperback version will be produced 18 months later. WALS 
members will be able to buy books published under the series at 25% off the list price using the discount code “WALS” at WALS 
website with links to Routledge. 
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11. Financial Statement for 2020 

 
Please refer to the attached Audited Statement of Accounts. 
 
12. Tribute to Miriam MacGregor former editorial assistant of the IJLLS  

 
It is with great sadness that we learned of Miriam MacGregor’s passing recently 
after a period of serious illness. From her base at the University of East Anglia, UK, 
Miriam established an international reputation as the Editorial Assistant f or both 
the COMPARE JOURNAL and the INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LESSON AND 
LEARNING STUDIES.  
 
Her demonstrable expertise in the technology of international publishing, combined 
with her inter-personal skills, not only measurably contributed to the growing status 
of these journals, but also enabled many practice-based researchers in schools and 
teacher educators to gain increasing access to publishing opportunities in an international journal.  
 
In 2012 Miriam helped to launch a new Emerald Journal that was linked to the World Association for Lesson Studies 
(WALS). She assisted John Elliott as Chief Editor and Professor Lo Mun Ling (the founding President of the Association) 
as Deputy Editor to establish the journal over its first 5 years (2012-17). In doing so she developed excellent 
relationships, and ensured good communication, between the Editors and Emerald, their publisher, with members of 
the International Editorial Board, and the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of WALS. She also played an important role in 
mediating the complexities of article submission via ScholarOne for many authors, including teacher educators and 
practising teachers unused to publishing practice-based research in academic journals. She did much to help authors 
respond positively and constructively to the comments and recommendations of reviewers, and to persuade busy 
experts to ‘down-tools’ and contribute reviews ‘on time’.  
 
Miriam contributed much to an increasing flow of peer-reviewed published articles, and to the inclusion of the journal 
in the SCOPUS Index and the publisher’s decision to move from three to four issues per annum. Her interpersonal and 
technical capabilities enabled the journal to create a platform for achieving its current status of being included in 
Clarivate Analytics (the Social Science Citation Index). 
 
Hearing about her passing Professor David Bridges (former PVC at UEA) wrote “-- she was a wonderful person to have 
by one’s side: very capable (though too modest to acknowledge it), sweet tempered, obliging and instinctively 
collaborative”. He perfectly summed up the qualities of the person Lo Mun Ling and I worked with to launch and 
establish the WALS Journal. 
John Elliott (Associate Editor IJLLS). 
 

 
 
 

Prepared by: 

 
Jean Lang, Hon. Gen. Secretary Swee 

Kim Choo, Administrator Reviewed by: 

Dr Pete Dudley President, WALS 
 
 
November 2020 
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